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TIMELINE CHRONOLOGIE
• March 2020 – First virtual committees;

• April 2020 – Special Committee on COVID-19 
created; 

• May 2020 – Special Committee hybrid meetings 
(in the Chamber);

• September 2020 – Hybrid chamber, Zoom roll-
call voting, all committees may meet in a hybrid 
format;

• March 2021 – Voting application launched;

• November 2021 – 44th Parliament: hybrid 
proceedings resumed (Chamber and 
committees);

• June 2022 – Hybrid proceedings renewed 
(Chamber and committees) until June 23, 2023.

• Mars 2020 – Premiers comités virtuels;

• Avril 2020 – Création du Comité spécial sur la 
pandémie de la COVID-19;

• Mai 2020 – Réunions en mode hybride du comité 
spécial (à la Chambre);

• Septembre 2020 – Chambre hybride, votes par 
Zoom par appel nominaux, réunions hybrides 
possibles pour tous les comités;

• Mars 2021 – Lancement de l’application de vote 
électronique;

• Novembre 2021 – Poursuite du mode hybride 
(Chambre et comités) pour la 44e législature;

• Juin 2022 – Reconduction du mode hybride 
(Chambre et comités) jusqu’au 23 juin 2023.



VOTING APPLICATION / APPLICATION DE VOTE
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ELECTRONIC VOTING
PROCESS

PROCESSUS DE 
VOTE 
ÉLECTRONIQUE
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PUBLIC 
LIVE VOTE
WEBPAGE

PAGE WEB DE 
VOTE EN TEMPS 
RÉEL
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ELECTRONIC
DASHBOARD

TABLEAU DE BORD 
ÉLECTRONIQUE
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ELECTRONIC VOTING SYSTEM
SYSTÈME DE VOTE ÉLECTRONIQUE
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QUESTIONS



BLANK SLIDE



Remaining Relevant in 
Response to a Pandemic

The Roles and Responsibilities of Parliament

65th Commonwealth Parliamentary Conference, Halifax, Canada
August 20 to 26, 2022

Hon. Nathan Cooper MLA, Speaker of the Legislative Assembly of Alberta



“This is a quote that relates to the topic of discussion. 
Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet minim veniam.”

“This is a quote that relates to the topic of discussion. 
Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet minim veniam.”

Relevant: closely connected or appropriate to 
what is being done or considered



Pandemic timeline and 
early COVID measures
March 5, 

first case in 
Alberta

March 12, tours 
and public 

events 
suspended 

general public 
access restricted

March 16, 
Members 

return to the 
Chamber

March 17, 
Public Health 
Emergency 
declared. 

March 18, 
Staff asked to 

work from home



Revised budget 
process



New Chamber 
protocols



Ability to extend 
adjournment



Revised 
sessional 
calendar



Revised sessional calendar



Extended sitting hours
Fiscal year House 

sessional days
House sittings 
total

Evening 
sessions

Evening 
sessions past 
midnight

Total number 
of hours

10-year 
average (from 
2013 to 2022, not 
including 2022/23)

56 97 23 7 341

2020-2021 79 140 45 21 560 (64.2%)

2021-2022* 66 134 43 14 487 (42.9%)





Government Overreach



Government 
Overreach



Government Overreach



Committee Review



Government Overreach: a remedy



Remaining relevant 
during recovery



“This is a quote that relates to the topic of discussion. 
Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet minim veniam.”

“This is a quote that relates to the topic of discussion. 
Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet minim veniam.”

The internet and online communication is the window into 
your world – but real life, in person communication / 

connection is the door.
Rasheed Ogunlaru



Lessons 
learned



assembly.ab.ca

Hon. Nathan Cooper
Speaker of the Legislative Assembly of Alberta

Email.Nathan.Cooper@assembly.ab.ca

Questions?





“THE GOOD, THE BAD, and THE UGLY”

MPP Catherine Fife (@cfifekw)

Legislative Assembly of Ontario

REMAINING RELEVANT IN RESPONSE TO A PANDEMIC: 
THE ROLE AND RESPONSIBILITIES OF PARLIAMENT



Ontario

Background Information

•

•

•

•
•
•
•
•

•

•

•

•



Executive 
Overreach



Making Parliament work… or NOT

•

•

•

•



Virtual Half Measures

•

•



New Reality

•

•



LOST CONTACT BETWEEN PARLIAMENTARIANS –
“WE MISSED EACH OTHER” Apparently…



“MEETING COMMUNITY 
EXPECTATIONS”

•

•



REPRESENTATION MATTERS!

•

•

•



Lost Trust 

• Public Health

• Public Trust

• Mandatory Masking

• Mandatory Vaccines

• Closing Playgrounds

• Tickets for stopping in parks



From the Clerk’s Table

•

•



CONCERNS GOING FORWARD 

•

•

•

Ultimately what makes us relevant is 
planning with follow up action. 



Thank You



Recommendation:
“Parliaments (both large and small) should 

develop contingency plans for future 
pandemics and crises. The contingency plan 

should make allowances for procedural 
changes, ensure public consultation where 

possible and be adaptable in accordance with 
the specific crisis.” 



THANK YOU
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