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BACKGROUND

About the CPA

The Commonwealth Parliamentary Association (CPA) connects, develops, promotes and
supports parliamentarians and their staff to identify benchmarks of good governance and the
implementation of the enduring values of the Commonwealth. The CPA collaborates with
parliaments and other organisations, including the intergovernmental community, to achieve its
statement of purpose. It brings parliamentarians and parliamentary staff together to exchange
ideas among themselves and with experts in various fields, to identify benchmarks of good
practices and new policy options they can adopt or adapt in the governance of their societies.

Conference Background

Technological advancements will inevitably provide viable solutions to current and future
challenges, from ending global poverty, climate change and meeting the SDGs, to preventing
future global pandemics. The COVID-19 pandemic has highlighted the need for those in power
to play closer attention to scientists, researchers, statisticians and innovators.

This Conference will imagine how the ‘“4th Industrial Revolution’ might impact upon the lives
of current and future generations within and across the Commonwealth and importantly,
how will parliamentarians and parliaments stay ahead of the curve. It will seek to encourage
and advocate for parliaments to embrace innovation and change. Parliaments will need to
legislate, regulate and scrutinise complex and advanced technical changes in years to come,
from the use of bioengineering to artificial intelligence as well as ensuring greater access to
science and technology specialists.

The Conference will invite parliamentarians and parliamentary staff to join with industry
leaders, innovators, experts and academics from the private, public and third sector in looking
at arange of topics (see overleaf), within the scope of good governance, COVID-19, sustainable
development, human rights, democracy and gender.
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 PROGRAMME - Monday, 5 July

TIME

SESSION

12.00-1230  OFFICIAL OPENING
Housekeeping and words of welcome:
CPA Headquarters Secretariat
Keynote Address:
Ms Sheila Warren - Deputy Head of the Centre for the Fourth Industrial
Revolution, Head of Data, Blockchain and Digital Assets, and Member of the
Executive Committee at the World Economic Forum.
Refreshment Break

12.35-13:45 ROUNDTABLE SESSION: DIGITAL DEMOCRACIES & CLOSING THE
DIGITAL DIVIDE
This session will look at the importance of legislative institutions remaining
responsive to the technologies and innovations that are available to them
and how these might be utilised to strengthen parliament and democracy
more widely, whilst also highlighting the importance of remaining
vigilant and conscious of the risks associated with emerging tech. The
session will also look to highlight the ongoing importance of closing
the digital divide and ending digital poverty in all of our communities.
Speakers:
Ms Bernadette Lewis, Secretary-General —of the Commonwealth
Telecommunications Organisation (CTO)
Mr Ashish Jaiman, Director of Technology Operations at Microsoft
Mr Andy Williamson, Senior Researcher at the Centre for Innovation in Parliament
Refreshment Break

13:50 - 1405 SHOWCASE: INNOVATION IN PARLIAMENT

This  showcase  will  look to  provide examples of  best
practice from a legislature that has adopted innovative and
forward-thinking ~ approaches in  carrying out  their  mandate.

Speakers:
Hon. Beverley Schdfer MPP, Deputy Speaker of the Western Cape Provincial
Parliament

Refreshment Break




1410 - 1535

PANEL SESSION: REGULATING AT SPEED AND SCALE

This session looks at how Commonwealth Parliamentarians can better
understand, appreciate and ultimately legislate on, the technological
innovations of the Z2Ist century. As Commonwealth parliaments will
need to consult with industry experts when regulating on some of the
issues this session will address, the session will involve presentations
from experts in array of different parliamentary and technological
fields.

Speakers:

Professor Robert Sparrow, Professor of Philosophy at the Monash University
Data Futures Institute

Ms Nompendulo Mkathshwa MP, Member of the Parliament of South Africa

Refreshment Break

1540 -15:55

SHOWCASE: REGULATING AT SPEED AND SCALE

This showcase will provide an example of best practice where a Parliament
has embraced the opportunity to legislate on/scrutinise a new/emerging
technology.

Speakers:
Sen. Terry Mercer, Senator, Senate of Canada
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TIME

SESSION

06:00 -
06:30

SHOWCASE: INNOVATION IN GREEN-TECH

This Showcase will provide an opportunity to hear from a presenter working
on cutting edge innovations in environmentally friendly, ‘green-tech’

Speakers:
Ms Katja Hakké, Innovation Manager at the European Institute of Innovation
and Technology

Refreshment Break

06:45 - 0815

PANEL SESSION: ENSURING A GREEN INDUSTRIAL REVOLUTION

This session will explore how technology in transport is changing. From looking
at how drones are being used for research purposes, to the emerging potential
of hyperloop, this session will explore how transport systems are set to change
and how legislators can and should be involved.

Speakers:

Ms Sneha Srinivasan, Hyperloop Mechanical Engineer

Mr Luke Bateson, Principal Remote Sensing Geologist, British Geographical
Society

Refreshment Break

08:20 -
08:50

1-1 DIALOGUE: GREEN CITIES OF THE FUTURE

Experts estimate that, by 2050, two thirds of the world’s population will live in
urban areas. This statistic raises a number of important questions - Is this level
of growth sustainable? How can we work towards more ethical urbanisation?
How can we ensure that future cities and communities don’t prioritise the
desires of some over the needs of others? This session will explore the future
of urban spaces and sustainable buildings, with a specific focus on ‘green
cities. The session will ask how we can make our cities and communities
more environmentally sustainable, more accessible, and hospitable whilst also
considering a number of long-term solutions to old problems.

Speakers:

Professor Rachel Armstrong, Professor of Experimental Architecture, Newcastle
University

Dr Matthew Skjonsberg, Associate Director of Future Cities Lab at ETH Zurich

Refreshment Break

08:55-0910

SHOWCASE: GREEN COMMUNITIES AND YOUR CONSTITUENCY

With the increasing urgency of adapting our communities and cities to work
with the environment, we want to hear from experts who have committed
to creating greener, more sustainable communities in their cities. The session
will provide the audience with an insight into how greener communities

can be achieved through innovative planning and inclusive policies, whilst
remaining mindful of the 2030 sustainability agenda.

Speakers:
Adv. M. Anilkumar, Mayor of Kochi, Kerala
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PROGRAMME - Wednesday 7, Jul

TIME

SESSION

10:00 - 1030  SHOWCASE: ARTIFICIAL INTELLIGENCE/MACHINE LEARNING

This Showcase will highlight examples of how artificial intelligence can be
utilised for social goods through the sharing of several case studies on a
number of thematic priorities.

Speakers:
Ms Anusua Trivedi, Senior Data Science Lead, Al for Good Research Lab

Refreshment Break

10:45 - 12715

PANEL SESSION: THE POTENTIAL (AND RISKS) FOR Al

It is important for Parliaments across the Commonwealth to be aware
of the vital contributions Al can offer their jurisdiction and how it can help
Parliamentarians uphold their commitment to check and challenge the work
of the Government. This session will look to introduce parliaments to the basics
of Al. It is proposed that this session will be an open and engaging discussion
on the opportunities, risks and challenges that occur when Parliaments both
use and legislate on Al

Speakers:

Ms Ivana Bartoletti, Co-Founder, WWomen Leading in Al

Ms Sally Radwan, Minister's Advisor for Artificial Intelligence (Egypt)

Mr Taylor Reynolds, Mr Taylor Reynolds, Technology Policy Director, Internet
Policy Research Initiative, Massachusetts Institute of Technology

Refreshment Break

12:30 - 13:30

FIRESIDE CHAT: ENSURING AN ETHICAL APPROACH TO ARTIFICIAL
INTELLIGENCE

Artificial intelligence and machine learning are increasingly sophisticated fields
and, as we see our machines getting ‘smarter’, we are also seeing their greater
involvement in more and more of our lives and societies, including areas
such as healthcare and law enforcement. This session will discuss the ethical
considerations of artificial intelligence and what can be done to combat/
mitigate these issues.

Speakers:

Dr Dafna Feinholz , Chief of Bioethics and Ethics of Science Section, UNESCO
Dr Carina Prunkl, Research Fellow at the Institute for Ethics in Al

Dr Carolyn Ashurst, Senior Research Associate in Safe and Ethical Al, Alan
Turing Institute
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TIME

SESSION

14:00 - 1430 SHOWCASE: BIG DATA AND SOCIAL GOODS

This session will present an example of using commmunity-driven data collection
to drive service delivery, alongside thoughts on the scalability of these practices
in terms of technology, collaboration and management.

Speakers:
Dr Matthew Adendorff, Data Lead at the Open Cities Lab

Refreshment Break

14:35-15:05 EXPLAINER SESSION: WHAT ON EARTH IS BLOCKCHAIN?
This explainer session will look to introduce attendees to the fundamentals of
blockchain technology and its potential applications in a variety of fields.
Speakers:
Ms Sumedha Deshmukh, Platform Curator, Blockchain and Digital Currency at
World Economic Forum
Refreshment Break

1570 -16:25 PANEL SESSION: THE INCREASING POTENTIAL OF BLOCKCHAIN
Most closely associated with the digital currency, Bitcoin, where it was first
utilised, Blockchain as an early-stage technology has already shown its
potential for disruption in financial services and wealth creation. However, as
a technology, Blockchain has further promise to revolutionise a range of other
sectors from supply chain, education, healthcare, insurance, national identity
and governance. This session will build on the previous session by exploring in
greater detail, the role, uses and potential of Blockchain, as well as the concerns
and constraints to its growth.
Speakers:
Mr Kevin Gill, Chief Technology Officer at IBM UK and Europe
Mr Martin Docherty-Hughes MP, Member of the United Kingdom House of
Commons
Dr Cornelius Kalenzi, Postdoctoral Researcher, Korea Policy Center for the Fourth
Industrial Revolution
Refreshment Break

1215-1315 SHOWCASE: BIG DATA AND COVID-19

This session will povide an opportunity to expand on the first session of the
day by looking at the use of inclusive data, specifically as it relates to the
sustainability agenda and the ongoing COVID-19 pandemic.

Speakers:

Mr Stephen Watulo, Social Accountability Coordinator at World Vision Uganda
Ms Kate Richards, Outreach Manager - Inclusive Data Charter, Global Partnership
for Sustainable Development Data

PROGRAMME - Thursday 8 July



TIME SESSION

1700 - 1730 SHOWCASE: INTERNET OF THINGS IN ACTION

This Showcase, will provide an example of the practical application and growing
potential of the internet of things and how connected devices can deliver a
number of benefits across many sectors.

Speakers:
Ms Celeste Mulder, Learning Officer at loT.nxt
Mr Riaz Karodia, Technical Specialist at loT.nxt

Refreshment Break

17:45-19:00 PANEL SESSION: SOCIETAL BENEFITS AND RISKS OF THE INTERNET
OF THINGS

The Internet of Things or loT comprises of connected devises which collect
data through sensors and communicate such information through the internet
to individuals. From smart watches sharing health data with doctors or sensors
located in underground water pipes examining daily consumption trends; by
2030, it is anticipated that over 80 billion devices will be connected, creating
approximately an additional $14 trillion to the global economy. This session
looks at the benefits and risks in the short term and long term to society, what
actions need to be taken now to maximise opportunities and mitigate risks for
the future and how parliamentarians should be active in legislating, scrutinising,
educating and working across borders to safeguard the digital frontier

Speakers:

Dr Ovidiu Vermesan, Chief Scientist at SINTEF DIGITAL

Mr Neil Walsh, Chief, Cybercrime and Anti-Money Laundering Section, UN
Office on Drugs and Crime

Ms Tracey Jessup, Chief Digital & Information Officer at Parliamentary Digital
Service

Refreshment Break

19:15-20:00 CLOSING REMARKS

PROGRAMME - Friday, 9 July
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MS CELESTE MULDER
LEARNING OFFICER, IOT.NXT

Celeste Mulder is the Learning Officer at loT.nxt, and is passionate about
knowledge as a service. Celeste is a seasoned learning professional,
responsible for aligning learning strategy with business strategy, and
maintaining a skilled and knowledgeable workforce at loT.nxt.

MR RIAZ KHARODIA
TECHNICAL SPECIALIST, IOT.NXT

Riaz Kharodia is a Technical Specialist at loT.nxt, with a key focus on producing the
business case and commercial proposition in strategic deals to drive loT adoption
globally. Riaz is focussed on working with customers to help them drive their digital
transformation strategies, supporting the implementation of new businesses and
boosting their current ones through innovative loT solutions.

DR OVIDIU VERMESAN
CHIEF SCIENTIST, SINTEF DIGITAL

Dr Ovidiu Vermesan holds a Ph.D. degree in microelectronics

and a Master of International Business (MIB) degree. He is Chief
Scientist at SINTEF DIGITAL, Oslo, Norway. His research interests
are in the area of embedded electronics, smart sensor systemes,
cognitive-communication systems, intelligent edge processing
and loT technology. Dr Vermesan received SINTEF’s award for
research excellence for his work on implementing a biometric
sensor system. He is currently working with projects addressing
integrated autonomous systems, intelligent connectivity, cognition systems, security, artificial intelligence
for digitizing industry, edge computing, and loT. He has authored or co-authored over 85 technical articles
and conference papers. He is actively involved in the Electronic Components and Systems for European
Leadership (ECSEL) Joint Technology Initiative (JTI) activities. Dr Vermesan has coordinated and managed
various national, EU and other international large-scale projects covering applications in green mobility,
manufacturing, energy, and smart environments. He coordinates the loT European Research Cluster (IERC)
and is a board member of the Alliance for Internet of Things Innovation (AIOT]).
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GENERAL INFORMATION

ABOUT CPA

Programme Attendance
Registrants are expected to attend all sessions of the programme for
which they have registered.

Presentations

Where visual presentations have been wused throughout the
programme, CPA will send copies to participants after the programme
provided the original presenter provides their consent.

Translation

The official language of the workshop will be English. There will be
no translation provided beyond providing sign language interpretation
where requested.

Interviews & Recordings

Throughout the programme the presentations will be recorded. These
recordings may be made available subject to the agreement and
consent of those involved in the respective sessions.

Twitter

Attendees and speakers are encouraged to use the CPA Twitter handle
@CPA_Secretariat and the hashtag #CPA4IR during the course of the
programme.

Respect

The CPA Headquarters Secretariat is committed to, and recognises
the value of, maintaining environments of mutual respect, courtesy
and dignity at all its events and programmes. Any instances of
bullying, harassment, inappropriateness, cultural insensitivity or
otherwise unacceptable behaviour will be treated as a serious affront
to the organisation and shall be dealt with immediately. In some cases
such behaviours may lead to refusal of certain parties to partake in
future programmes.

If you wish to report any complaints or issues that fall into any of the
above criteria, please contact: Sharon Moses at sharon.moses@cpahq.
org or speak to a member of the CPA Headquarters Secretariat during
the programme.

Feedback

As indicators to determine if the programme’s outcomes have been
achieved and to seek continuous improvement, CPA HQ will be
inviting feedback from participants. Data collated from these forms
will be for internal use only.

The Commonwealth Parliamentary Association (CPA) exists to
connect, develop, promote and support Parliamentarians and
their staff to identify benchmarks of good governance, and the
implementation of the enduring values of the Commonwealth.

The CPAisaninternational community of Commonwealth Parliaments
and Legislatures working together to deepen the Commonwealth’s
commitment to the highest standards of democratic governance and
parliamentary practice. Parliaments, their Members and officials learn
from each other through a wide range of CPA activities.

The CPA represents more than 180 Parliaments and Legislatures
in 53 Commonwealth countries. Its network extends to over
17000 Parliamentarians and Parliamentary staff and is the only
Commonwealth organisation to represent national, state, provincial
and territorial Parliaments and Legislatures.

CPA  members are democratic, law-making Parliaments and
Legislatures. Speakers or Presiding Officers preside over CPA
Branches with support from Government and Opposition Leaders
and Parliamentary Clerks or Secretaries.

All CPA Branches are autonomous and regarded as equal. There are
nine Regions of the CPA: Africa; Asia; Australia; British Islands and
Mediterranean; Canada; Caribbean, Americas and Atlantic; India;
Pacific; South-East Asia.
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