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Kenya

The Parliament of Kenya is the bicameral Legislature of the country. The lower house, the Nati
Assembly, is the main legislative body of Kenya. It has a total of 349 Members of Parliament —
these, 290 Members are elected from each single-member constituency, 47 women 4
are elected from single-member counties as part of gender quotas, and 12 Members offarliame
are nominated representatives (including military appointments). Elected members s&
year term. The Speaker of the National Assembly is also an ex-officio Membe

Parliament website and Wikipedi:
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The Nationa in 1963

The upper house, the Senate of Kenyg, i L a total of 67 Senators - 47 Senators
elected from single-member counties, omen Senators, 2 Senators each — male and female
— representing youth and perso i abilities. The Speaker of the Senate is also an ex-
officio Senator. The Senate was fir ed in 1963 but it was later abolished in 1966 and
was re-established in 2010.

Kenya joined the Co W ¥thon 12 December 1963 and the CPA Kenya Branch was formed
the following Y€ar in 4

The Parliament@af Ke is located in Nairobi, the national capital. The current Parliament
ructed in 1954 with further extensions to the building in 1964. The older
features a large clock tower, similar to the Houses of Parliament at
. The building’s foundation stone, which had been recovered from the ruins of
Parli@ ment after a 1941 air raid, was presented to the Kenyan Parliament as a symbol
ountries’ close relations.

e main entrance has a large wooden arch and there is a large network of buildings providing
offices for Members and parliamentary staff. There is also a courtyard in the centre of the
building and the surrounding areas have green, open spaces. The main Chamber is laid out in
an adversarial design with Government and Opposition Members facing one another and the
Speaker’s seat raised on a platform. There is also a balcony floor for guests and the media.

Website: www.parliament.go.ke

CPA AFRICA REGION Celebrating 110 years of the Commonwealth Parliamentary Association 1911-2021 | 31







CPA 110" ANNIVERSARY
1911-2021

CPA Asia Region

CPA ASIA REGION Celebrating 110 years of the Commonwealth Parliamentary Association 1911-2021 | 79




CPA 110" ANNIVERSARY
1911-2021

Bangladesh

The Parliament of the People’s Republic of Bangladesh (also known as Jatiyo Sangsad and
House of the Nation in English) is the main legislative body of the country.

Aunicameral Legislature, the Parliament of Bangladeshis made up of 350 Members of
From this membership, 300 Members are elected from 300 single member constit
the first-past-the-post system with the additional 50 seats specifically re
Parliamentarians who are elected via proportional representation. Each t of Parff@ment is

five years.

pe

T e
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nstituent
Bangld®€sh was
10 April 1972 to
gocratic constitution
the country’s first
as an independent
ation. The Assembly approved
he constitution on 4 November
1972, with the first elections to the
Parliament of Bangladesh taking
place in 1973.

Information source: Parliament website and Wikipedia. Images: Parliament of Bangladesh.

Unlike many Westminster m®
Head of State and the P,

aments, in Bangladesh there is no provision for a
ds a ceremonial position, is elected by the Parliament.

Bangladesh ned mmi@nwealth in 1972 following independence and the CPA
Bangladesh Bt n 1973.

Bangladesh sits at Sher-e-Bangla Nagar, in the capital city of Dhaka.
an architect, Louis Kahn, construction of the Parliament building began

received the Aga Khan Award for Architecture in 1989.

e Parliament building contains three major components: the Main Plaza, the South Plaza and
the Presidential Plaza. The Main Plaza houses the Parliament Chamber, which can hold up to 354
Members during Parliamentary sessions. The estate also includes a Members’ hostel, residences
for parliamentary staff, two large green lawns and a lake on three sides of the main building.

Website: www.parliament.gov.bd
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Australia - Queensland

The Parliament of Queensland is the unicameral Legislature of the state of Queenslan
northern Australia. As provided under the Constitution of Queensland, the Parliament consis
of the Monarch of Australia, represented by the Governor of Queensland, and the e
Assembly.

The Parliament of Queensland was founded on 22 May 1860, less than a yea
was created in June 1859. It has been the only unicameral State Legislatu
the upper chamber, the Legislative Council of Queensland, was abolished in
two Territorial Legislatures in Australia are also unicameral).

The Queensland Legislative
Assembly has 93 Members
who represent single
electorates across the state,
with elections held once
every four years. The number
of Members was increased in
2016 from 89 to 93 as well as
changing the parliamentary
terms from unfixed three-year = ™
terms to fixed four-year terms. il l

The CPA Queensland B ‘ e ﬂ
was established in 192& z

located at i
Parliament HO in the state =
capital, Brisbance@Barliament
House is located on the
corner of George Street and
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at Gar@iens Point
centf@business
BD), next to the
and  University of
hnoldgy and City Botanic
Bardens.

Information source: Parliament website and Wikipedia. Images: Parliament of Queensland.

The first meeting of the
Parliament of Queensland
took place on 22 May 1860 in
the former convict barracks
on Queen Street in Brisbane,
however the building was "ogRens@cred¥ suitable long-term meeting place. An Australia-
wide design competitig held he new Parliament building and, after several other
designs were, rejectg ﬁ Charles Tiffin, the Queensland Colonial Architect, were
selected. Th&) ildi ed in 1864, first occupied in 1868, and finally completed
25 years later in 1889. It is characterised by solid
colonnades which keep the building cool in
summer, some impressive timber work which was
produced from local Queensland timbers, and a
notable interior. The building was one of the first
Parliament Houses in Australia to be electrified.

The Parliamentary Annexe was completed in
1979 and is a brutalist extension to the Parliament
buildings which provides accommodation for
Members. The Annexe is linked to Parliament
House, forming a square that has become known
as Speaker’s Green which is used for ceremonial
purposes. The Annexe was refurbished in 2000.

Website: www.parliament.qld.gov.au
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Malta

The ParliamentofMaltais aunicamerallegislative body with an elected House of Representati
The House operates under a set of rules which have been modelled on the British House
Commons’ general rules of procedure, that have been tailored to suit the needs h
smaller Parliament and incorporate Maltese tradition and structures.

The House of Representatives of Malta has 67 Members of Parliament who cte
legislative term of five years through the single transferable vote system. TH@ Presidi@ Officer
is the Speaker of the House of Representatives.

Malta obtained independence from the UK in 1964 and became a
1921 and 1933, the Parliament
was bicameral, consisting
of a Senate as well as a
Legislative Assembly.

cpublic in 1974. Between

In 1964, Malta joined the
Commonwealth following
independence. The CPA
Malta Branch has seen
various changes, originally
formed in 1925 and reformed
in its modern-day iteration i
1987.

Parliament B
From ( 20

the P43 Malta
met in t > century
Grandmaster alace in =

Valetta, where i = - E
first in the Tapestry Hall and ; ; : 5 : e
then in the former armoury. == :
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Information source: Parliament website, Architectural Review, Lonely Planet and Wikipedia.

Images: Parliament of Malta/DOI - Pierre Sammut.
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no, the
t responsible for
1ding Paris’s Centre
Pidou, The Shard in
on and the Whitney Museum
of American Art in New York City,
started redesigning Valletta’s
city gate. This included the
construction of a new Parliament
building, as well as the conversion
O an open-air theatre.

built in an ultramodern style, with a facade consisting
ating a honeycomb effect that represents the linguistic root
of the country’s name (Melite/Melita which
means honey). The building opened in May
2015.

The modern structure consists of two
limestone buildings, supported by stilts
and joined together by several bridges. The
House of Representatives convenes in the
northern block in a striking 22m-diameter
stone-lined octagonal chamber. The whole
complex is environmentally friendly with
zero-emissions and 600 square metres
of photovoltaic panels on the building’s
rooftops which generate most of the energy
required to heat the building in winter and
cool itin summer.

Website: www.parlament.mt
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Canada - Québec

The National Assembly of Québec is the unicameral Legislative body of the Provinc
Québec in Canada. Legislators are called MNAs (Members of the National Assembly; in Fren
Députes). The Head of State is represented by the Lieutenant-Governor of Québeg e
National Assembly comprises the Legislature of Québec, which operates in a fashiq

those of other Westminster-style parliamentary systems within the CPA’s members
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The Nationg embers

A\ g S lower@ouse of Québec’s Legislature and
was then called the Legislative Assembly of Q@abec wiljch existed since 1867. In 1968, the
upper house, the Legislative Council, was abolish® d the remaining House was renamed.
The office of President of the National@ssembly is equivalent to the role of Speaker in other
Commonwealth Legislatures. Th ébec Branch was formed on 1 January 1933.

Parliament Building

The Parliament building ssembly of Québec was constructed between 1877
and 1886. Th ng Wesigned by Eugeéne-Etienne Taché and is a monument to the
history of Q America. It features the Second Empire architectural style

that was popula
style originat
structure was

buildings both in Europe (especially in France where the
e United States during the latter part of the 19" century. This unique
as a Québec national historic monument in 1985.

in other Canadian provincial capitals. The large main Chamber that houses the National
sembly is often known as ‘le salon bleu’ (the blue hall) because of the predominance of the
c8lour on the walls.

Many species of trees, shrubs and plants representative of the wide variety of flora native
to Québec can be observed when walking around the gardens surrounding the Parliament
building.

Website: www.assnat.qc.ca
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CPA Caribbean, Americas and the Atlantic Rggi

CPA CARIBBEAN, AMERICAS AND
THE ATLANTIC REGION
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Grenada

The Parliament of Grenada is the
bicameral Legislative body of Grenada.
The  Parliament comprises the
Governor-General, who represents the
Crown, and two chambers: the Senate
and the House of Representatives. The
powers of the Senate and the House
of Representatives are constitutionally

equal except that financial legislation ———
-

may not be introduced in the Senate.

All 13 Senators are appointed by the
Governor-General, on the advice of
the Prime Minister and the Leader of
the Opposition. There are 16 Members i
of the House of Representatives, 15
directly elected Members to represent §
single-seat constituencies for five-year
terms and a Speaker of the House.

The Parliament of
established in 1974 whe
became an indepen
Grenadaalsojoinedt
in 1974, altj
Branch

Parliamen

The new P3 ent building in St
George’s, Grena¥§@)is the home of the
Parliament of Grenada. It was built
to replace York House, the previous

Information source: Parliament website and Wikipedia. Images: Parliament of Grenada.

CPA CARIBBEAN, AMERICAS AND
THE ATLANTIC REGION
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, which
urricane
004. York House

: ps P@khased in 1801 as a
== ———ee — = e , vern t building and
: o as the location for the
Supren@® Court of Grenada until 2004. The
arly Gg@frgian architecture.

House of Representatives, the Senate and t
late 18th-century building was a fine example 0

Between 2004 and 2018, the Parliam of Grenada convened at the Grenada Trade Centre.
A new Parliament building was o 1June 2018 at a new location on Mount Wheldale,
overlooking the city of St Georg harbour. The new building was co-financed by
the Governments of Mexic d Arab Emirates. Grenadian company, COCOA
Architecture designed

The new Parﬁment
be designed i

renada features a parliamentary chamber that is said to
utmeg pod (the national spice of the island), and it provides
bers of both Houses of Parliament (the Senate and the House of
Representatives) plus nearly
200 ‘stranger’ seats for
members of the public to
view proceedings as well as
offices for staff, the Prime
Minister and the Presiding
Officers. The building was
alsodesignedusingthelatest
climate control technology
and with environmental
concerns in mind.

Website: https://gov.gd/hop

CPA CARIBBEAN, AMERICAS AND
THE ATLANTIC REGION
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India - West Bengal

The Legislative Assembly of West Bengal is the unicameral Legislature of the Indian stat
West Bengal. The Legislative Assembly comprises 294 Members, who are directly elect
for terms of five years.

Council for the Bengal Presidency was established by the Indian Councils
were nominated by the Lieutenant Governor of Bengal, until 1892 when the
was increased to 20 Members, with seven elected. The number of Member
Council increased over the years until there were 125 in 1919.

In 1935, under the provisions of the Government of India
Bengal Legislature were established as the Legislative Counc egislative Assembly.
The new Legislative Assembly comprised 250 Member iv ms, while the revised

Legislative Council had a membership of not less an ore than 65 Members.
In 1947 with the creation of West Beng’t& ive ssembly was reconstituted with

two chambers of the
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Sbers s two
Me rs from
“Indian community,
e Legislative Council
Bengd®was abolished.

s In 1952, the Constitution
: = 1] of India again provided for
a bicameral Legislature
for West Bengal and the
Legislative Council of West
Bengal was established with 51 MRS e number of Members in the Legislative Assembly
was increased to 240 includ w0 R@Mind¥ed Members from the Anglo-Indian community.

However, in 1969, a @k yas passed by the Legislative Assembly of West Bengal for
the abolition ouncil. Subsequently, the Parliament of India passed the
West Bengal (Abolition) Act, 1969 abolishing the Legislative Council with
effect from 1

Francis Stanley Jackson, the then Governor of Bengal. The Chief Architect was Mr J. Greaves
d construction work was undertaken by Martin and Company, Calcutta over a period of two
ars and seven months. The architecture of the building shows a mixture of both Eastern

and Western influences and the building design from above is in the shape of the letter ‘H’ in

the English alphabet.

Website: www.wbassembly.gov.in

Information source: Parliament website and Wikipedia. Images: Legislative Assembly of West Bengal.
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Papua New Guinea

Oneofthe mostculturally diverse countriesinthe world, Papua New Guinea has a parliament
multi-party system. The National Parliament of Papua New Guinea is a unicameral Legislatu
and it was created in 1964 as the House of Assembly of Papua and New Guinea. In 1 n
Papua New Guinea became independent, the Legislature was renamed.

The Parliament consists of 111 Members in total, 89 of whom are elected fr
constituencies and 22 Governors who are elected to represent provin
Members serve five-year terms. Since independence, all governments ha
a coalition of parties because no single party has won enough sgats to for
alone.

The Governor-General
of Papua New Guinea
represents the Crown
and unlike most other
Commonwealth Realms, |
the Governor-General is
nominated by the country’s
Parliament.

The CPA Papua New
Guinea Branch wasg
established in 1952 d
Papua New Guinea gdihed

located in downtown Port
Moresby and had previously
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a M@spital. It

olished,
g to build a Political
Museum as part of

The  current  Parliament
building of Papua New
Guinea is a product of two
‘Parliament House Design
Competitions’ of the 1970s.
The building was officially
8 August 1984. Designed by Australian architect Cecil
Hogan, it was constr ocal concrete, mosaic tiles made at the National Arts School
and locally so¥rced ti 5. A unique and iconic structure, the Parliament building was
designed to r al architecture of Papua New Guinea. It is decorated with

Information source: Parliament website, JSTOR and Wikipedia. Images: Alamy_2A3HA34_HG5C16.

orks. The main Chamber is a lofty space that blends old and new aesthetic
d features many carvings, including on the Speaker’s Chair whose design has

e Parliament’s mace was presented by the Commonwealth of Australia Government at the
opening of the First House of Assembly on 8 June 1964. It is made of silver and is heavily
plated with pure gold. Encased within the head is a polished stone ball symbolic of a stone
war club — a traditional weapon in many parts of Papua New Guinea.

Website: www.parliament.gov.pg
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Singapore

The Parliament of Singapore is the unicameral Legislature of the Republic of Singapore.
Parliament currently has 104 Members of Parliament including 93 elected Members, 2 No
constituency Members of Parliament (NCMPs) and 2 Nominated Members of Paiié t
(NMPs). Members are elected through a first-past-the-post election system for five ffe

and the Presiding Officer is a Speaker of Parliament.

The Parliament of Singapore follows a Westminster-style system of parlia
Singapore became a British Crown Colony in 1867 with an appointed Legi
administered the territory. In 1948, the first Legislative Council elgction took
only British nationals could vote.

Below: The present
cil that Parliament House
owever against the backdrop of
Singapore’s city skyline.

Constitutional reformin Singapore
took place in 1953 with the
establishment of the Legislative
Assembly of Singapore, two years
later. Further election reforms
extended the franchise. Upon | |
the independence of Singapore
in 1965, the Legislative Assembly
was renamed as the Parliament of
Singapore. Parliamentary sittig
are open to the public ang
proceedings may be cgmad =4
in English, Mandarin lay &

Tamil.

The CP# Branch Was B

created on

Parliament Build
The Parliament of Singapore f&
convened at the Old Parliament
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d 1999,
newly

827, the Old Parliament
is one of the oldest
vernment buildings in Singapore.
2d in the Palladian style, and it was
used as Singapore’s first courthouse.Wlater became the seat of the Legislative Council of
r of parliamentary seats increased it then became
too small to house the Legislature ment House is now a performance venue called

Below: The parliamentary ouse occupies an area of 2.2 hectares with the main building
mace of the Parliament of etres. It comprises three blocks (Chamber Block, Front Block and
Singapore. a restored colonial building that was built in 1864, which once housed
the Attorney-General’s Chambers. Parliament House was
designed by the former Public Works Department. The grey
historic building features a terracotta roof that contrasts
with the modern high-rise buildings that surround it.

The Parliament’s coat of arms is mounted on a granite wall
in the ceremonial entrance hall, bordered by two sweeping
staircases on either side leading to the main Chamber.
A landscaped garden with a fountain pond, gazebo and
plants surrounds the buildings.

Information source: Parliament website and Wikipedia.

Website: www.parliament.gov.sg
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